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Abstract

Human enjoy a range of civil and political rights, and one of these rights is the
right of people to exercise their religious freedom of belief, according to the dictates of this
belief, from embracing a particular doctrine of the freedom to practice their religion. There
is no comprehensive definition of this right, but all the definitions confirmed that nobody
should be prevented from exercising his religious beliefs .

Most of the constitutions of states and international conventions have ensured
this right and organized obsolete commensurate with the religious and sectarian diversity
in which live different communities, emphasizing the importance of applying the equality
between everyone in the exercise of all rights and private political ones.

So every citizen, regardless of religious affiliation and religious practice, was
given political rights to assume the political functions, or exercise the right to vote and
stand for election.
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Abstract

The telecommunications sector has developed in the last recent years from
monopoly to competition.

After many years of the public sector monopoly (as in the French model) or the
private sector (as in the American model) the decision-makers has formed a conviction
that they need to move to competition and pluralism.

Since the establishment of the telecommunications sector was being disputed
between two points of view to deal with. One considers it as a pragmatic - scientifically
- economic way as in the American model, and the second consider it as an ideological -
political —security way, as in the French model.

Both models have admit the need of monopoly in the regulating of the sector, but
everyone in his own point of view .

This Difference in perception Dealing with the communication sector did not stop
in to competition Stage, but it continued more than before.

At the Beginning of the seventies and under the influence of liberal thought
and technological developments in this sector, It has been proved in the United States
and from a scientific pragmatic point of view that we need to break the monopoly in the
communication sector and move to pluralism operators.

In contrast, the French model in regulating the communication sector was linked
to his political ideology, which did not provide satisfactory answers on the way to deal with
technological developments in the sector.

Under the influence of technological development in the telecom sector it forced to
adopt new concepts to regulate the sector and try to adopt it in accordance with its political
point of view to this sector. The contemporary development of telecommunications in the
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French model is based on the economic fundamentals incompatible with its fundamental
bases, which is a political ideology.

This conflict made many problems and wrong understanding for the fundamental
principles of this sector. And led to put the political - ideological in the face of the

economical.

This study try to highlight on the historical evolution of the telecommunications
sector from this two points of view (political and economic) therefore this study try to
understand the phenomena that prevail on the current role of the telecommunications
sector in contemporary society.
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Abstract:

This research shows the importance of the role of responsible freedom of the
media in the rise and progress of nations, and shows the responsibility that falls on the

shoulders of those who made it to achieve it. And shows the suffering of the Jordanian
press in particular and the media institutions in general as a result of the large number of
amendments that have defined the laws of the press on the one hand, and government
control over the media sector, directly or indirectly, on the other hand, which affected the
stability of the media institutions, and reflected on the performance of its employees.

It also highlights the role of the executive branch of the keys to capture
the information required to be provided for journalists and this has an important role
in the success of a journalist who leads a noble message in his work, and to make
his access easy for information contributes to establish a healthy media environment.

The research shows the role of the Jordanian government in the freedom of
media, and explains why the decline, and that this decline is contrary to the directions
declared official that there will be no obstacles to the freedom of the media. It shows
that media legislation contributed to the classification of Jordan is a non-free country.

The research found many of the findings and recommendations that promote
freedom of information and make a leading role in society, and democratic society is in
need of media freedom.

Keywords: Media, Freedom
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Abstract:

The world is witnessing since the mid-twentieth century, a new revolution,
called the “information revolution”, wich indicate the prominent role played actually by
the informations. This revolution had its impacts on the governments who tried to take
advantage of it, and develop national plans for development and investment , in order
to keep up with the times and accelerating achievements in all fields. That was reflected
mainly through the transition projects from its traditional to the form of e-government .
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Abstract:

The big scientific development of changes in the global environment have
generated a lot of challenges as well as opportunities for the media. The transition to
the era of knowledge provided to media organizations opportunities to thrive at different
levels. Mass communication media according to the big schools of Social Sciences are
one of the pillars of modern democracy of all kinds, and its manifestations. The mass
communication media lead their functions in an effective manner through participation
and interaction on various core issues in the community,and through social influence by
confirming and consolidating the various values and concepts, installing elements of
national identity.
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Concluding Remark

In conclusion, parents and teachers may have to teach and train our youths
about some basic communication tools so as to improve their interaction skills
with others. Some of those tools are respect of one another, knowledge about using
terms to describe the self and others, interaction management or skill in regulating
conversations between self and others, empathizing with others, and exhibiting a
minimum level of tolerance to ambiguity in others’ behavior. In addition, knowledge
of these skills as well as the principles and practices of effective communication
would definitely lead to competence and enhance kids’ personal and professional
successes in life.
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Additionally, one needs to be careful in concluding an overall significant difference
here because the apparent difference may be dominated by the differences in the
neutral categories.

These findings suggest that educational leaders and parents should focus
careful attention to their youngsters’ use of such tools especially online, not only
because of the harm associated with their potential uses, but also for their potential
abuses. Their commitment and support of youths while online and interacting
with others must serve a key role in providing structures and training as to how to
effectively communicate with others. It is imperative to assist youth in developing
healthy interaction habits. It is also probable that social and peer influences have
evident effects via beliefs not specifically addressed in this study, such as perceptions
of others or self-esteem and image, or subjective norm and image beliefs, especially
at a younger age than college students. It is clear from the data that bullying and
labeling usage, though is not extensive at the college level as it is at the high-school
level, may be abused and this is an area that all parents and school administrators
should keep in mind when applying rules and regulations that guide youths in
the classroom as well as the home. Some questions arise from the subjects’ self-
assessments about their use of these tools to gain power over others. Youths often
joke about their real and/or virtual use of these tools for control purposes as if there
is nothing they can do about that use, however, is this really a call for help? If we
are in fact dealing with serious bullying and labeling issues among youths, then do
adults need to implement limits that protect our youths from each other?

These serious issues and other related areas merit further investigation.
Therefore, it would be useful to develop an instrument that can measure youths’
attitudes and actual use of these communication tactics at a much younger age than
the age range used in this study. The results of this study, while interesting, do not
seem conclusive. In closing, our youths are constantly exposed to new information
technologies, which facilitate their use of these tools and we can expect their
influences to continue. As parents, educators, and government officials, we should
teach youths to become more effective communicators and, as such, rather than
letting them become controlled by a few bullies around them, we should teach
them to be in control of their lives and treat one another with respect, dignity, and
relative equality.
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Test of p=0.66 vs p > 0.66
Test of p = 0.66 vs. p not = 0.66 at the 95% Cl & N=150; P-Value = 0.046
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69 percent of subjects disagreed that they have been using this tool since

high school days and it has proven to be successful in helping them satisfy /fulfill
their needs and desires. They also disagreed that labeling meets their expectations
and desire of nominating others around them.

56 percent of subjects agreed that their family members and professors have

challenged them to do their best work to avoid the use of labeling. Out of those
56 percent about 17 percent agreed that their home and school education stressed
the importance of avoiding the use of labeling and trained them to substitute it by
ethical behavior.

84.0 percent agreed that their parents and professors gave them the attention they
needed to fairly deal with others rather than controlling them. Out of those 84.0

percent, 66.0 percent agreed that their home and school education stressed the
importance of avoiding the use of bullying or labeling and trained them to substitute
these by ethical behavior.

75 percent disagreed that their upbringing and early schooling encouraged them to
think about labeling as a proper and decent tool to use in their relationships. All of
those 75 percent also disagreed with the fact that they have gained an appreciation
for labeling due to living in a region where cultural system used labeling as a tool
for domination.

General Observations: From the above results, we see that genders show
some significant differences in their use of bullying and labeling for power or control
purposes even though in less proportion than predicted. Females clearly show
greater use of these tools than males, especially online, contrary to hypothesis II.
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is important. The proportion of subjects who agree=0.875 for N=150. Since p-value
is equal to zero (0), there is significant evidence that the majority of subjects agree
that labels have power, kids are very sensitive to what their peers think of them, and
in part they seem to try to comprehend who they are and whether they fit in so as
to consider this important.

Test of p = 0.5 vs. p > 0.5 at the 95% CI & N=150; P-Value=0.000

(Q51) | feel physical bullying, name-calling and teasing can be just as harmful
when they result from an “imbalance of power” between the bully and the victim.
Proportion of students who agree = 0.91 for N=150. Since P-value is small (less
than 0.05), there is significant evidence that the majority of subjects agree that they
feel physical bullying, name-calling and teasing can be just as harmful when they
result from an “imbalance of power” between the bully and the victim.

Testof p=0.5 vs p > 0.5;

Test of p = 0.66 vs. p not = 0.66 at the 95% CI & N=150; P-Value=0.002

(Q53) I think that more and more people are using labeling, teasing or name-calling
online these days. More than 50 percent have not told their parents or an adult
about something mean or hurtful that happened to them online. Proportion who
agree = 0.81 for N = 150. Since the p-value is lower than 0.05, there is significant
evidence that the majority of subjects agreed with regard to thinking that more
and more people are using labeling, teasing or name-calling online these days.
Additionally, Table 1 below shows that, for overall comparisons between the two
genders in using labelling, name-calling and/or cyber-bullying, there is a moderate
significant difference at the five percent level in the online use of these tools where
females have more tendencies to use these communication tools compared to their
male counterparts (P = 0.046). This result coincides with the findings shown in
Graph 8 above. Overall comparisons between the two genders using these tools
or tactics online show a significant difference between them. The small p-values
indicate that the significant difference between the two genders exists because
females in Middle Eastern cultures spend more time online using these tools than
their males counterparts.
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T hose labels have power, and children are very sensitive to what their peers think of them, in part they are trying to comprehend

= =
;9_, 3 who they are and what they fit important
S&
£o Female Male Category
£ % [ strongly Agree
Ea @ Agree
© [ Neutral
Strongly Disagree Neutral [ strongly Disagree

7.1%

.6%

Neutral
11.1%

Stongly Agree
)0/

Strongly Agr 200

50.0%

Agree

AOIeS 50.0%

33.3%

Panel variable: Gender

Graph 10: Power of labels and kids’ degree of sensitivity to what their peers
think of them

Question Testing: Test and Confidence Interval Level (Cl) for One Proportion

(Q11) I prefer using labeling to make others feel weaker and less worthy than me.
Proportion of students who disagree = 0.91 for N = 150. Since P-value is small (less
than 0.05), there is significant evidence that the majority of subjects disagreed that
they prefer using labeling to make others feel weaker and less worthy.

Test of p = 0.66 vs. p not = 0.66 at the 95% Cl & N=150; P-Value = 0.002

(Q41) Inequality is the by-product of labels-a tool most effectively used by the most
powerful against the least powerful/the wealthiest against the least wealthy. At the
95% significance level, there isn’t enough evidence that the majority of subjects
agree that inequality is the by-product of labels-a tool most effectively used by the
most powerful against the least powerful/the wealthiest against the least wealthy.
Test of p = 0.5 vs. p > 0.5 at the 95% Cl & N=150; P-Value=0.055

(Q45) Those labels have power, and kids are very sensitive to what their peers think
of them, in part they are trying to comprehend who they are and whether they fit in
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7.1 percent and 11.1 percent respectively. Therefore, there is no question that both
males and females understood the power behind using bullying and/or labeling
as effective communication tools for controling and dominating others’ behavior.
Moreover and in part, they seemed to have tried to comprehend that who they are
and whether they may fit in can be considered important.

Communication
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T hose labels have power, and kids are evry sensitive to what their peers think of them, in part they are trying to comprehend
who they are and whether they fit in in important
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Graph 9: Labels’ power and kids’sensitivity to what their peers think of
them



Legal frameworks for communication
and development

of agreement between the two genders was almost the same with males being
57.2 percent and females being 61.1percent. In addition, the margin of difference
between the two genders with regard to neutrality on that same graph was about
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26.2 percent. These results should be taken into consideration by Arab governments,
educators, and parents alike so as to make the public aware of the many ills these
communication tactics or tools may bring about to the Arab societies. The “Arab
Spring” that has been taking place in several Arab countries may be a relevant
example and/or testimony to these particular results.

L abels are obstructionist's tools to control economic activity, public education, social acitivity, unions, child care, etc

Female Male Category
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Panel variable: Gender

Graph 8: Obstructionists’ use of labels to control several community
functions

Graph 9 below shows that 87.5 percent of respondents agreed that labels
have power and that kids are sensitive to what their peers think of them. Therefore,
it is safe to conclude that using labeling tactics as a way to bully others or as a tool
of communication to control others and overpower them can work for youngsters.

Furthermore, graph 10 indicates that 83.3 percent of female subjects either
agreed or strongly agreed that labels have power and kids are very sensitive to what
their peers think of them; whereas 92.2% of males either agreed or strongly agreed.
There were no male subjects who disagreed with this statement; whereas only
5.6 percent of female subjects disagreed. As to neutrality, both male and female
subjects had low percentage who exhibited neutrality with regard to that statement:
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The quality of life is enhanced by using labeling as a communication tool for domination wherever | go

Female Male Category
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Graph 7: Developing appreciation for domination tactics

Graph 7 above exhibits about 22.3 percent of females and 50.0 percent of
males agreeing that since going to high school they have developed an appreciation
for domination tactics. The result in this graph shows a difference of 27.7 percent
between the two genders, which may be interpreted as though males learn about
and develop appreciation for control and domination tactics much earlier than
females do. In addition, the common stereotype that females are more relational
(use rapport) than males; whereas males are more results oriented (use report) than
females is supported in this study.

Graph 8 below shows that 57.2 percent of males either agreed or strongly
agreed that labels are obstructionists’ tools to control economic activity, public
education, social activity, unions, child care, etc. No males were found to have
disagreed with that same statement. The remaining males of about 42.8 percent
were neutral with regard to this statement. As to females, about 61.1 percent either
agreed or strongly agreed; whereas about 22.2 percent of females disagreed and only
16.7 remained neutral with regard to that same statement. Hence, the percentage
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Since going to highschool, | have developed an appreciation for domination tactics

=
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= 2 and perspectives on how relational problems can be dealt with
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Graph 6: Quality of life with using labeling as a communication tool for
domination

Graph 6 above shows that more females than males agreed that their quality
of life was enhanced by using labeling as a communication tool for domination
(27.8% vs. 7.1%). The expectation was that males would enjoy labeling and using
it as a tool of communication and domination more so than females. However, the
opposite was true. This may be understood as though females perceive themselves
much weaker than males and, therefore, may need to use labeling more so in a way

to make up for that perception of weakness.
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My home and school education stressed the importance of avoiding the use of labelling and trained me to subtitute it by ethical behavior
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Graph 5: Home and school education contributions to substituting labeling
with ethical behavior

Graph 5 above exhibits about 57.2 percent of males and 66.6 of females
either agreed or strongly agreed that home and school education taught them
the importance of substituting labeling and bullying behaviors/tactics by ethical
behaviors; whereas about 21.4 percent of males and 11.1 percent of females
disagreed that this kind of teaching or training took place in their lives at home and/
or in school. The difference between males and females who disagreed was about
10.3 percent. These results are alarming, for no matter how small this percentage
is, parents and educators must do something to lessen this percentage as much
as possible in the Arab World so as to prevent some of the nasty effects of these
communication tools on weak individuals.
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Graph 4: Use of labeling and satisfaction from its use

Graph 4 above shows that 14.3 percent of male subjects as well as 11.1 of
female subjects agree with the staement that the use of labeling and satisfaction that
was received from its use were worth the time they spent using it. Only about 3.2
percent difference existed between males and females with regard to this agreement.
Since this difference is not a huge one, we may conclude that both male and female
subjects who used labeling, no matter how small their percentage was compared
to those who disagreed, still admit to have enjoyed using that communication tool
in order to exercise power and domination of those individuals they used to label
and eventually tried to bully later. Hence, this result may be understood that
those males and females who agreed with the statement equally have used labeling,
believed that it was worth the time they spent using it, and enjoyed its use.
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The use of labeling and satisfaction I receive from it were worth the time I spent using it
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Graph 3: Living circumstances of surveyed subjects

Graph 3 above represents a pie chart of living circumstances concerning
surveyed subjects. There were 66.7 percent of female subjects living with their
parents, 22.2 percent living alone, and 11.1 percent living with roommates. As to
males, 71.4 percent were found to live with their parents, 21.4 with roommates,
and 7.1 percent living alone. The findings that more males than females were living
with their parents and/or with roommates were not expected.
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Instrument:

The instrument was pilot-tested on a total of 30 students enrolled at a
midsize university other than the subjects included in the sample to ensure that
the respondents would properly interpret all question items. The questionnaire
consisted of 53 major questions with a five item-scale, besides a demographic
section.

Measures:

The bulk of the questions in the survey cover the use of bullying, labeling,
and the end result of that use. The variables are based on participants’ responses to
a 5-point Likert scale pertaining to bullying, labeling, the varying stages of subjects’
lives wherein these behaviors took place, and their effects on them as well as on
others. Overall, multiple choice questions were asked so participants could easily
designate their responses.

Hypothesis I:
The younger subjects are, the more they are likely to use bullying and
labeling tactics on others and/or the more likely to get bullied and labeled.

Hypothesis II:
Females rather than males are less likely to spend time bullying and labeling
others and/or get bullied by others.

Hypothesis I1I:
Both, males and females, draw a better sense of satisfaction out of bullying
and labeling others rather than not.

Results and Analysis

The sample of 150 respondents represented students from a variety of
academicdisciplinesanda variety of Middle Eastern countries. Sample characteristics
and descriptive statistics consist of the percentages, which are presented in the
following graphs: Graph 1 indicates that 56.3 percent of the sample represented
females and about 43.7 percent characterized the male respondents. In addition,
graph 2 indicates the age distribution of sample students (18-23) with 20 years of
age being the highest, seconded by 21 years of age.
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By doing so, we won't disrespect others in the process; we also don’t simplify
things, which get us closer to perceiving what the truth is and, hence, we can set in
motion what we need for the issue to be successfully resolved. Parents and teachers
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can play a part by modeling respect over abuse, and by promoting and encouraging

it in eye- and earshot of others, especially young people. Also, they can blend their
optimism with pragmatism and, in the safety of their own privacy; they may do

as we will. Do Middle Easterners subscribe to the tactics of labeling and bullying
and, if they do, how did they affect their life and the life of those around them? The
following section will discuss the methodology and the sampling procedures as
well as the results of this study.

Methodology

Study Context: An exploratory design was chosen to identify Middle Eastern
youth’s attitudes towards and influences of bullying and labeling on their lives.
The survey was developed for students (age 18 and higher) to identify how they
use and feel about these two communication tools and to what extent they have
been affected by them. A diverse university setting was selected, for it provided an
autonomous and decentralized context wherein subjects could answer freely the
questions asked in the survey without restraint. Furthermore, multiple sources of

influence were likely to be avoided with regard to choices of answers related to
their use of bullying and labeling activities.

Participants:

A total of 150 students across a variety of academic disciplines from all
Middle Eastern states participated in the survey. 66 participants were males (43.8%)
and 84 were females (56.3%). Ages varied between 18 and 23. The process went
approximately like this: After participants’ consents were attained, a 15-minute
anonymous survey was administered during the academic year 2012-2013.
Subjects were reminded of the prevailing interest of the researcher and were told
that the objective of the study was to understand their beliefs concerning their use
of bullying and labeling as tools of communication at various stages of their lives as
well as the perceived effects of those tools on them as well as on others.
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Keashly & Jagatic (2000) as well as Neuman (2000) stated, in the National
Institute for Mental Health, that eight out of every 100,000 teenagers committed
suicide in the year 2000 as a result of labeling and bullying. These tools of
communication can hurt children to the point where they see killing themselves
as the only escape from their pain. Those children are solely disposed to suicide
because of verbal and/or nonverbal attacks against them. Combined with a society
that tends to malign their lifestyle as ‘such and such,” these children have a greater
chance of insanity, believing that nobody can understand them or sympathize with
them.

In short, bullying and labeling invite others to behave defensively. Defensive

behavior is one of the tools that we use when we feel insecure in a conversation.
Signs of defensive behavior comprise inhibiting effective listening to others due to
listening to our own inner dialogue mostly; shaking and sweating; speaking quickly
in a higher pitched voice; arguing with others; becoming antagonistic, accusing,
authoritarian, controlling, critical, hesitant, inactive, malicious, suspicious, etc.
This defensive behavior prevents effective communication from taking place and,
therefore, we need to resort to certain interaction tools without creating a defensive
climate of communication such as shifting ground from defensiveness to a state of
inquisitiveness and innovation. Defensiveness can only cause us to become more
entrenched in our position; whereas inquisitiveness and innovation assist us in
making sense of why we are reacting the way we are. By asking better questions,
we may alter our thinking, and come to know ourselves more closely.
This is likely to help us in building a more genuine rapport with others. In addition,
we can check how we are feeling about the dialogue. Taking the contention out
and directing our attention to the feeling and the worry behind it will give us a
better chance of interacting enthusiastically. Furthermore, when others don't feel
safe, they won't be able to hear us. Then, we need to inquire about the motives
causing the defensive behavior. Frequently, discussants blame each other for not
caring about each other’s feelings and, consequently, they are being so selfish and
concerned simply about their own agenda.

Additionally, we can suspend our judgments and, in order to do that, we
have to be more patient and pursue understanding the situation before we act
through asking ourselves as to what could be causing others to behave that way.

Communication
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know other people, figuring them out, sorting out whom they are in light of who
others are—that can be a difficult task to handle at such a young age. Labels make
it much easier and that is why many youths clasp on to an identity for a time and,
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then, think better of it later. For this reason, parents and teachers traditionally guard

against grouping students in certain categories.
While the parents try to teach their kids one thing at home, the school

presents the opposite view, now not only in the classroom but also socially, which

might have a greater effect in high school. Besides, those parents, who have a
better way to handle their children’s difficulties, will find their efforts thwarted.

At home, they strive to love their children, help them in their struggles, and teach

them a coherent truth about humans. Meanwhile at school, children receive the
propaganda and backing to argue precisely against what their parents say.

In addition, once the label is assigned, it is shockingly hard to remove. It lasts
past high school and leaves the adolescent at the mercy of their culture’s extremes.
Parents need to understand how effective this is. The first point to make known,
then, is not what is wrong but what is right: The child is lovable, and is loved. That
love, more than anything else, instills in adolescents the trust and confidence they
need to struggle with whatever painful and saddening realities they face. Resisting

labeling temptation requires that we reject the culture’s vocabulary and adopt
more precise terms. In popular usage, the words “gay” and ‘lesbian” imply a fixed
orientation and the living out of a lifestyle. Even the term ‘homosexual’ person that
is used in some Vatican documents suggests that homosexual inclinations somehow
determine which is to say confine a person’s identity.

Add to psychology and sociology as well as high school labeling the recent
rise of cyber-bullying, a phenomenon that inspires glitzy headlines in newsrooms.
According to a survey of 1500 students in grades 4-8 by ISAFE (2004), 42 percent
of kids have been bullied while online. One in four has had it happen more than
once. 21 percent of kids have received nasty or intimidating e-mails, labels, or
other messages. 53 percent of kids confess having said something cruel or spiteful
to another person online. More than one in three has done it more than once.
58 percent have not communicated to their parents or an adult about something
malicious or upsetting that occurred to them online. These are very damaging to
youths, especially when they remain quiet about them and nobody is around to

help.
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The battle over labeling, which is the source of bullying, is not just a
simple battle of lexicon or ideal battle among academics. It is a serious question
of priorities, rights and freedom. It is the question of focus in our societies; if we
are to have the right to define deviance, label people as different and base policy
on the basis of those labels; then, there is no real question in any of the literature
that labels are a burden or hindrance. But almost none of the literature seems to
advocate an elimination of ‘fix-it’ solutions to intricate problems that are individual
in nature and reject the superficially neat and tidy labels.

Besides psychiatry and sociology that deal with the issue of labeling and
its excessive use resulting in bullying, almost all high school systems have become
famous for their use of labeling and bullying. Dailey (2010), in The Legacy of High-
School Cliques, describes how the labels youths get as teenagers shape the rest
of their lives, and why social networking and the economy are changing the way
a generation deals with those early stereotypes. For instance, labels such as fatty,
queen, nerd, jock, slut, geek, princess, loser, and the like, are well known in high
school and almost everyone used to get one or more of these labels. This is one that
youths spend years trying to live up to; even though sometimes it is a label they
badly want to leave behind. Yet, these labels stick for a long time after they leave
their high school terrains. Still, when high school kids try to determine their future
and the kind of people they’ll be later, is where the effect of those labels seems to
be most severe and enduring. But are they correct? And how do those labels shape
who they become later when they don't really ever leave their adolescent friends
behind.

In ‘a Label that Sticks” Paul Scalia (2005 & 2007) describes the time he was
in high school and how the students fell into many different groups: preps, jocks,
cheerleaders, punks, deadheads, druggies, geeks, and the like. Almost everyone
received an informal but virtually fixed assignment to a precise group. Later, when
he worked in high schools, he discovered little difference: The groups still existed
(with just a few changes in terminology), and the teachers and administrators
still counseled against those labels. As they wisely explained, labels reinforce
stereotypes and prejudices; they prevent us from accepting individuals and getting
to really know them. Such categorizations feed into the youthful desire for labels.
High-school students want to belong to a group. They want an identity. Getting to
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the written samples were written with no such depiction. The researchers believed
that once individuals’ conduct had been labeled as mentally ill, the subjects would
shy away from the patients and their conduct—that in fact, the label would have
specific and measurable negative effects, compared to the subjects who read the
‘un-labeled sample.” To their surprise, their hypotheses were unsupported. The
‘stigma’ of the label had no measurable effect upon the subjects’ perceptions of the
patients” conduct.

The analysis of this study was helpful. Stating that they were stunned by
this outcome, the above researchers suggest that the cause of the failure of labeling
to have bad effect is due to the subjects’ age. All of the respondents being 16-22
years old, the researchers reason that they did not grow up in an era dominated by
psychiatry—thus, they were more dependent upon their common sense and did not
see the label as being integrally harmful. Even more than that, this group of people
has grown up in an era that has critiqued and rejected authority as the final word;
but only one more piece of information that helps them make a decision.

More than a decade ago, Whitebook (1999) wrote that ‘labeling’ can be
protected from disrespect, even if fabulous lineages and natural laws apparently
sanction that. Actually these extra-human approvals are themselves no longer
accepted as genuine. ‘As honest smallholders on this earth,” as Freud put it, humans
must freely finalize the central principles for ordering their lives without any spiritual
or abstract provisions. Psychological and sociological specialists have granted to
themselves the right to make these radical resolves and if Whitebook, Cormack, and
Furman are correct, then, the public is defying the power inherent within the right
to label. The younger public is rejecting the importance of the psychiatric world
and is making conclusions on its own even if ‘specialists’ have labeled people as
mentally ill. What good are psychoanalysis and psychology with their measures of
normalcy and with their related labels given to the non-normal? As Littlewood and
Lipsedge (1982) have argued, if mental disease is no more than social labeling,
the whole business of psychiatric judgment is more akin to witch hunting. In other
words, confinement of the mentally ill, or socially deviant, is simply the act of
socially detaining others into prison or treatment.
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a social construction; that is by default a partisan depiction. Where we draw the
line between deviant and non-deviant behavior is firmly a consequence of power.
Sagarin and Kelly, in Gove’s book (1974), completely typify this limitation in
attempting to draw out the meaning behind Schur’s definition of deviance, label

homosexuals, transsexuals, transvestites, drug users and others as ‘deviant.’

Mental illness appears as an objective term, and to care about the mentally ill

appears an essential and cherished social activity; but in spite of the obvious and
frank nature of this term, it is currently incredible to conclude what constitutes
mental illness. Again, many of those that are brought under the spreading ‘net of
social control” are to be sure, not very much different from others. Yet, those people
defined as mentally ill are the most powerless and weak in the society. Also, when
branded, the person preserves that stigma persistently. Hospitals, social agencies,
correctional facilities, educational institutions—all can gain that information with
the click of a mouse.

Para-social labeling has very negative effects. Schur (1984) describes the
dreadful effects of labeling on women. Those descriptions such as ‘aggressive,’
bitchy,” ‘hysterical,” ‘homely,” ‘fat,” ‘masculine, and ‘promiscuous’” multiply and
impart upon women an inferior status. Whereas none of these brands would land

women in jail, they certainly do an implausible extent of damage to them and,
more importantly, to our debate of power. Expressions such as these clarify a lot
about the people who confer those— males in positions of power. Eventually, then,
labeling and bullying are about power, which, of course, are threatening in their
implications. If bullying and conferring labels are about power, and those labels
construct rationality and power, then it would be hopeless that someone other than
those in power are going to be reliable with their definitions of good and bad or
right and wrong. Hence, if there is any optimism, it would be up to the people
themselves to begin to trust their own common sense rather than the effects of
declared experts’ labels.

Cormack and Furman (1998) tried to explain the adverse effects of labeling.
They established a study wherein subjects were exposed to a conduct that was
considered as ‘mentally ill.” Half of the written samples involved a report that the
patient had been detected as professional with mental illness. The other half of
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Introductory psychology classes have, as part of their principles, a section
on labeling. Schur (1980 & 1984) described labeling as a social construction
of culture, which means that it is artificially defined by society. This means that
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proper concepts will be destitute in the face of ever-changing eccentricity of social

standards. Additionally, Schur contends that we must always be aware of the radical
origins of labeling; that which is ‘labeled’ as aberrant or bad does so from a biased

position of power. The culture or the power structure of the society has marginalized
and attempted to exclude the behavior defined as ‘aberrant’ or abnormal. Bullying
and labeling are issues that matter much in the literature. Although there is much
literature focusing upon the damaging consequences of bullying and labeling,
almost none of that literature seems to place blame upon the ‘soft sciences’ or
governmental organizations, which seem to demand the right to use these tools, but
to accept none of the blame for the negative consequences of that use. So, labeling
and bullying are inherently biased tools that go to the heart of the matter in terms of
who has the power to label and bully as well as who is so powerless as to be bullied
and labeled.

S. I. Hayakawa; in chapter one entitled ‘the clinical perspective’ in the book
entitled “Labeling the Mentally Retarded” by Jane R. Mercer (1973); points out to
the heart of the problem when he writes:

“The question, ‘what is it really?” “what is its right name?” is a nonsense
question...one that is not capable of being answered...the individual object or
event we are naming, of course, has no name and belongs to no class until we
put it in one...what we call things and where we draw the line between one class
of things and another depends upon the interest we have and the purposes of the
classification. Most intellectual problems are, ultimately, problems of classification
and nomenclature.” (P. 1)

It is obvious what kind of problem we are facing. What to do about these
phenomena that we have described as deviant; morally corrupt, and mentally ill?
Who gives us that right to label and, perhaps, bully others on the basis of labeling
them? Hence, without going into the details of the negative aspects of labeling
and their excessive use (bullying), we can already see the confines of analyses and
of top-down controlling solutions. Mercer (1973) is consistent with Hayakawa’s
definition and proposes that how we draw lines between normal and not, is strictly
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focus on people and their behavior as well as offer relevant discussions and
colloquiums about these critical issues to people with similar problems. This paper
looks at how these tactics apply to Middle Eastern youths, in what contexts, and
how often.

Literature review

Our aspiration to distinguish ourselves from others in terms of knowledge
has compelled us to deprive others from the same discovery. Consequently,
to achieve the strongest vision, we have a tendency to rely on ourselves so as
to explore what others cannot. In the soft sciences, we have identified specific
important contributors in the movement to deny control. For instance, psychology
and sociology ‘right to label’ people has created for these disciplines an appearance
of reliability in their designation of people as ‘challenged,” ‘deviant,” ‘abusive,’
‘poor’ or any other vague designation that is attributed to people who are different
from the preferred standards. Actually, these two disciplines” love of the legendary
‘standards’ has created the term ‘otherness” and peculiarity that come with defining
the standards. Subsequently, labeling defines people as ‘abnormal” and also defines
for the ‘normal’ people what ‘abnormal’ really is. These labels and ensuing use of
them lead to bullying others.

Psychological analyses offer an abundance of labels such as ‘paranoid
schizophrenic,” ‘manic-depressive,” ‘perpetual-victim,” etc. Similarly, governments
use a variety of labels such as ‘uninsured driver,” ‘unemployed,” ‘welfare recipient,’
‘bounce-check passer,” and many others. In addition, social labeling consists of
people conferring labels upon those around them: For example, parents or teachers
may call children ‘hard-working,” ‘smart, ‘dumb,” ‘ugly,” etc. Classmates may also
label each other as ‘popular,’ ‘stud,” ‘retard’” and begin bullying each other on the
basis of their use of these labels. The theories of self-fulfilling prophecies and the
Pygmalion effect both describe some of the effects of bullying and labeling. Over
the past few decades, we have begun to question, not only those communication
tools of bullying and labeling, but also who we are bullying and labeling, and more
precisely the uses of those tools—by ourselves, by others as well as by governmental
and social organizations. Therefore, structures of power in organizations and their
constituents must be studied, not only how they use the information they have, but
also how they got the information in the first place.
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advancement on the job, and liability. They disguise apathy, which is the primary
tool of radical policies and dogmas.
On the other hand, bullying is a persistent hostile behavior resulting
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from excessive labeling. It uses unjustified denigration, faultfinding, rejection,

seclusion, and humiliating tactics against others so as to monitor their behavior or
gain advantage over them. Additionally, bullying comes in various forms such as

corporate, client, cyber, gang, institutional, pressure, peer, and remote practices. In
the workplace, bullying centers on inaccurate claims of underperformance, false
rumors via the grapevine quite often. As a matter of fact, bullying and labeling
are almost direct. They are tools of lazy and ill-informed people. Therefore, these
tools cannot be considered acceptable or politically correct on the job or in
social discussions. They are always cunning and, in some measure, untrue, false,
or misleading at best. The purpose of bullying is usually to hide bully’s shortfalls.

Hence, people who choose to use this tool are acknowledging their
meagerness and underperformance. As a result, they project their deficiencies onto
others so as to avoid facing up to them; avoid accepting blame for their conduct;
reduce their fear of being seen as weak, inadequate & incompetent individuals;
and divert attention away from their shortfall. Furthermore, Bullying exists behind

all forms of discrimination, harassment, prejudice, persecution, conflict, abuse, and
violence. It underlies almost all wrong behaviors. Moreover, bullies quite often go
to great lengths to keep their targets quiet, using threats of punitive action, firing,
and silencing phrases. What bullies fear the most is exposure of their meagerness
and being called publicly to account for their behavior and its cost.

In short, the plight of many individuals is being determined by bullying
and labeling tactics that others use; not facts, conciliation, open mindedness, or
cooperative problem solving. These tactics adopt unproven veracities, false rumors,
inferences, and pre-determined drives. Instead of accepting the use of these tactics,
we need to mandate clarification, claim proofs, call for transparency and, most
notably, we need to realize that conclusions are not facts and explanation does not
equal disparity, for disparity is the by-product of bullying and labeling. Finally, these
tools are most effectively used by the elitist, most powerful and wealthy individuals.
Additionally, the damaging effects of bullying and labeling can be defied by helping
to make effective laws and applying them, create awareness via educating people,
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Raising kids to be assertive and to realize that there are rude persons, who

may label and bully them, are two facts that cannot be ignored. In addition, parents
who label their own kids must stop doing that, as their kids look up to them for
advice. They are the ones who need the most to be aware of that fact.
For instance, if parents feel that their kids are doing poorly in schools or getting low
grades, gaining weight, they should refrain from labeling them as lazy, obese, or
chubby as they interact with them and tell them about these things. Parents, who
label their kids, are not raising them to be self-assured, which plays a big role in
their lives. Lowering kids’ self-worth could damage them or make them transfer that
behavior unto their siblings or others. Every kid may have labeled others at one time
or another, but it can become a bad habit, should be discussed in the open, and its
effects clarified. Some folks may do it without even being aware of it.

Labeling and bullying are more or less assumed in many social contexts.
Hence, we just need to comprehend how damaging their influence can be to
the well-being of those that are bullied and labeled. The targets of labeling and
bullying offenses frequently experience poor self-esteem, lack of confidence, and
the conviction that they are failures. Making fun of others can also go beyond those
various social contexts they find themselves in, entering their homes as well. As
we indicated earlier, youngsters who experience extensive bullying and labeling
are exposed to sensitive and mental damages that generally disturb them well
into adulthood. By the same token, even adults who are bullied at work may go
through a lot of stress and experience hardship and sleepless nights, due to their
colleagues bullying them, trying to suppress them, and gain advantage over them in
the workplace. Rather than ignoring others’ insults and bullying tactics, individuals
under attack may accept them and actually act upon them by thinking they are
either stupid or inadequate compared to others (self-fulfilling prophecy), which
constitute the ultimate damage to those people.

On one hand, labels are tools envisioned to control others’ behaviors via
marginalizing, categorizing, and minimizing the facts of any idea or opinion they
initiate in a discussion. They blemish their contributions with a coat of alleged facts
and false statements. Hence, the most sound, inclusive, and seriously envisaged
ideas are left rough, overlooked, and plagued by common labels. Generally
speaking, labels are designed to preclude the need for discussion, accurate inquiry,
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As we can see, bullying and labeling can cause manifest alterations in
people’s lives, especially in youths” behavior, just like the self-fulfilling prophecy
theory indicates. These outcomes are also emphasized by most research findings.
Therefore, it is imperative to get kids to understand that bullying and labeling
describe those individuals” own insecurities. If kids can acquire this knowledge and
exhibit it, they can shrug it off, but this is not an easy task. If not, the effect can be
certainly irresistible. It can be severe for kids to be emotionally bullied and nobody
around them takes it seriously. Even adults in many organizations have been trying

to call attention to the destructive effects of labeling/name-calling and its ugly
‘stepsisters’: harassment and bullying. Considering what many weak individuals
go through all over the world, we can see why those organizations have a vested
interest in these problematic areas. (Schur, 1980 & 1984; Mercer, 1973; Cormack
& Furman, 1998; Whitebook, 1999; Littlewood & Lipsedge, 1982; Schwartzberg,
2009; Dailey, 2010; Gove, 1974; Scorr & Douglas, 1972; Littlejohn, 1996, Devito,
1998; Dia, N. D.; Scalia E., 2013; Scalia P., 2005 & 2007; ISAFE, 2004; Jagatic
& Keashly-National Institutes for Mental Health, 2000; Keashly & Jagatic, 2000;
Neuman, 2000; Neuman, 2000) . In the following quote, Schwartzberg (2009)
clearly indicates that ‘imbalance of power’ between the bullied and a bully is
destructive and harmful:

“Though perhaps not as obviously painful as physical bullying, name-calling
and teasing can be just as harmful when they result from an “imbalance of power”
between the bully and the victim. For example, children’s name-calling with terms
such as “queer” or “fag” is definitely a form of bias-based bullying.”
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Otherwise, they might feel left out because they think all the “cool” kids are using
some type of drugs and they want to be just like them. Therefore, they try drugs,
which could lead to bad health and/or getting arrested for possession of that
substance.
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A fourth consequence of labeling and bullying is linked to personality
changes. Labeling can cause visible changes in kids, such as always coming home
tearful or inventing excuses to avoid going to school quite often. Kids may also
lose interest in their studies and become too worried about getting harassed to

finish their schoolwork. This may result in lower grades. By and large, kids become
more isolated and worried about going anywhere near the people who have been
labeling them.
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Cyber bullying is even as much as, if not more, damaging than face-to-face
bullying. As Bill Belsey stated on www.cyberbullying.org: “Cyber-bullying involves
the use of information and communication technologies to support deliberate,
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repeated, and hostile behavior by an individual or group, that is intended to harm

others.”

Hannigton Dia (N. D.) also noted that youths, who have yet to understand
the power behind certain expressions, are more prone to verbally attack different
others. The victims of those insults time and again experience feelings of poor self-
esteem, lack of confidence and the belief that they are failures. Making fun of youths

can also go beyond the school playground, entering their homes as well. Kids who
experience extensive name calling are exposed to emotional and psychological
damages that usually haunt them well into adulthood.
Consequences of Bullying & Labeling

A principal outcome of labeling and bullying is low self-esteem. Kids
who are continuously made fun of might ultimately endure lowered self-esteem.
Name calling can lead kids to believe they are truly ‘stupid” or ‘ugly.” Rather than
ignore the insults, they accept them and actually think they are silly compared to
others around them. Consequently, they stop trying to do well, thinking that they

are wasting their time trying anything new. Furthermore, believing that they aren’t
attractive they will do what they can to hide their appearance from others. This, in
fact, stalls their confidence levels as well.

A second key effect of labeling and bullying consists of committing suicide.
According to the National Institutes for Mental Health, eight out of every 100,000
teenagers committed suicide in 2000. Name calling can harm youths to an extent
where they see killing themselves as the only exit from their pain. Homosexual
youths are especially prone to suicide due to attacks against their orientation.
Combined with a society that tends to denigrate the gay way of life, these kids have
a greater chance of suicide, believing that nobody can understand them. (Jagatic &
Keashly, 2000)

A third critical result of labeling and bullying resides in peer-pressure.
Children insulted for holding certain beliefs, attitudes, and values may give in to
peer-pressure to fit in. A case in point consists of a majority of youths who make
fun of those who have never tried drugs. Those might feel coerced to try some.
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glasses. As a result, his nose started to bleed and was scared to death. That
son became famous for hitting anyone who attempts to bully him on the
nose and that was the end of the story.

3. A15year-old girl from Canada reported her story to Cyber-Bullying Research
Center as follows: “I never realized how dangerous MySpace could be...It
was foolish of me to put that suggestive picture of me in my bikini up. One
day a guy sent me a message saying that he wanted to “do it” with me, and
if I didn’t he would tell everyone at school that I'm a little whore...I called
the police after crying all day and talking to my parents.”

4. In an article published by Gulfnews.com on August 11, 2013, the staff
reporter Noor Nazzal specified that “with the start of the new academic year
this month, parents and schools have been advised by education specialists
and psychologists to watch out for signs of bullying.” In addition, “experts
told Gulf News that teachers should take an active role in being aware of
what is happening in the classroom,” for labeling and bullying can have
serious long-term effects on the children involved.

The BC Public Service Agency spoke about bullying and educated its
readers that bullying is typically directed at others “with an intention to intimidate,
offend, degrade or humiliate.” Its tactics can be clear and elusive, physical and
psychological. It uses hostile behavior such as swearing, shouting, intimidation
by threatening violence; spreading false allegations about others; criticism,
humiliation, invasion of privacy, slanderous comments, undermining, destructive
rumors or gossip and making unreasonable demands; rude, belittling or sarcastic
comments, such as ‘you’re hopeless’ or ‘she’s on her way out’; impolite, demeaning
or intimidating phone calls, emails, notes; deliberate, unreasonable exclusion from
work discussions, communication or other work-related activities; covering-up
necessary information or purposely suppressing work flow so that others cannot
carry out their duties; etc. Bullying does not necessarily take place face to face. It
may happen through written interactions, pictorial images, phone calls, emails, or
cyberspace interactions.

e
§%
© £
Lo
c O
€9
E2
EQ
13
O

@




Legal frameworks for communication
and development

& Development

c
.S
©
=
c
5
£
£
o
O

1, L -
(‘ Stop :
= Labelling =
-

Women
u:_Af_LI_

Lo Srean Goihl‘o‘b
A =

. Over- = 'l_t L, ¢
etgh :

-b O f“
E\JQ '\norexu:: gly :‘

Watch For Labellng & Bullying-Photos Credit Supplled (N N.G.N. 4)

Introduction

John

William is a single father who once taught his daughter about how to rid herself

of a problem with a bully in JR. High via the three-step model, which consisted of

the following:

1.

Tell the teacher. She did, but it did not help. He still hit her and called her
names. The father contacted the school and told them. However, it didn’t
work. Then, the father instructed his daughter to hit the bully. She beat his
face with the heaviest book she had. The result was that she continued to go
to her high school, still had some classes with the same kid. Nevertheless, he
didn’t even look at her after she hit him. As a matter of fact, they sometimes
talked to each other and the father didn’t care, since he believes that when
people start letting their kids defend themselves; bullies would lose the
power to dominate them.

2. Bob Smith is another father of a kid who had been bullied for a year in

grade 10 before he told his dad. His dad told the school administration
“not to blame his son if anything bad happens, if this is not stopped.” The
school administration did nothing to stop the bully, the dad told his son to
take matters into his hands and hit the bully hard on the nose so as to make
it bleed. One morning, the son did what he was told and broke the bully’s
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moves away from the subject matter towards the protection of the self by resorting
to defensive communication. Interacting defensively might look like we are still
conversing over the subject matter; however, in reality we are fighting about each
other’s worries; yet, we conceivably don’t even comprehend ourselves or others in
the process. In addition, we may not primarily grasp what it was that one of us said,
or did, that triggered the other person’s vulnerability. This paper looks at the extent
Middle Easterners use bullying and labeling as communication tools of control and
domination as well as the effects of using these tools on their lives as well as their
relationships.

Subjects were sampled from a small-size university encompassing students
from different Middle Eastern cultures. Subjects were requested to fill a 53
question-survey concerning both bullying and labeling tactics, besides a section on
demographics. For more information about this topic, readers are referred to read

the discussion of the results section towards the end of this paper.
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Abstract

Good communication skills are vital for our success in life. With so much
experience as communicators, we probably don’t need ample evidence to prove
this fact. However, in any conversation, involved parties may feel their personality
is vulnerable and under attack. By the same token, we may quite often initiate a
discussion with others about anything and unexpectedly find ourselves under attack
by someone. Simply speaking, the main reason is because that someone began
to feel insecure. We commonly feel insecure whenever we fear being rejected;
our self-esteem is vulnerable; our self-image is confronted; or we find ourselves
threatened by the way others perceive us.

Atany time we feel insecure in a discussion; we use one of the two following
strategies: first, fighting through bullying, labeling, name-calling, cynicism,
antagonism; and second, dodging via the use of silence treatment, avoiding others,
or hiding our feelings. As a result, effective communication retreats and the dialogue



Editorial

In order to provide Arab countries in the area of the Tnternet, it should be
given more ﬁfeedom by mak'mg the contents ﬁfee, while maintaining the foundaﬁons
of the state’s identity, customs and traditions. We must deve[op the human cadres
ca]oab[e of making sophisﬁca’ced and advanced content, but we must not forge‘c that
the deve [opment of the inﬁastmctwe of the Internet, the prevention fvom monopo[y
services, and the reduce cyC the costs are of the bigges’c factors that will take the Arab
world to the next stage, especia“y to e—leaming. The countries must increase their
business conﬁdence in e-commerce sector to develop their services and get a larger
return for their investments.
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Many countries have foUowed the example of America, and have enacted new
laws or tightened her intellectual property laws. Such practices limit the ﬁfeedom of
electronic and increase the control of states on this network, more than they do for
other Medias.

A lot of countries have used the electronic techniques of control. China has got
huge devices that can prevent the entry of the Chinese into the po[iﬁcal sites, as well as
tracking those who defy the ban. The Chinese government has used several techniques
for ﬁ[ter'mg e-mail messages, a[[ow'mg extraction of messages that include poﬁﬁcal
words.

Thus we can say that the conflict moved from the upper class, where e-content
(s being circulated, to <<[ogica[ [ayer», where companies and countries are trying to
control the Internet pvotoco[s also, aﬁer that there was a long time of be[ief in its

ﬁ'eedom.

Legis[aﬁon in the Arab world is unfair and needs to be reviewed. The reason is
the lack of specia[izaﬁon of this new branch of law, and the lack of know[edge about its
developments. Ara’ojusﬁce is far ﬁ'om the new changes and tries to resort to traditional
school metaphovs which does not help in a lot of cases, and grea’dy harms the human
Vights and does waste interests. You cannot talk about the lack of Arabic web sites
(which are ]oare[y 1% of the sites on the network), or the small number of the users,
Vegard[ess of the approachwhich governs the exercise of the Vight cyc ﬁeedom of opinion
and expression and the V'Lght to exchange informaﬁon in the Arab region, as well as
the interest given to the situation cf the basic inﬁfastmctwe of telecommunications
networks, as well as the content of those sites and its ways of attracting its visitors. The
spread of i“iteracy and poverty in the Arab world and the ﬂuctuation of most Arab
governments po[icies about what is oﬁéred by the Internet prevent the spread of the
uses of Internet in the region. On this basis, we insist that the diﬁhsion of the Internet
in the Arab region passes ’chrough the commitment to the pr'mcip[e of ﬁ'eedom of
opinion and expression and the righ’c to informaﬁon as a rule, and that it should not
be wasted in any form, and that the law is the on[y Vesponsi]o[e of the control of a site.
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The Problematic of the application of the laws

in the opened communication environment

Dr. May Abdallah
Chief Editor

Aﬁer 38 years ﬁom the arrival of broadcastingwi’cch getto ﬁﬁy million listeners,
and the diﬁrusion of television that took 13 years, the Internet has reached ﬁﬁy million
users in a penod not exceeding four years. The estimated number of Internet users
in the world ’coday is 1.08 Milliards, while it was 400 million users on(y in 2000, and
twenty million in 1995. So The nternet is until now the fastest growing new media in
the world.

When it ﬁrst appeared, the web Vepresen‘ced an open environment, owned by
nobody, which allowed people to practice many activities, and pub[isn all tney want.
Over time, this picture has changed gradua“y, and the Internet has been under the
inﬂuence of several dominances, 'an[uding the dominance of countries and companies.
This had an impact on the ﬁfeedom of electronic expression and privacy and innovation
within the virtual space of the International Network of the Web.

Soon, d'ﬁerent countries loegan, tnrougn its laws and [egis[ators, to extend
its control over this new tool for communication and expression. The United States,
fov exavnp[e, enacted several laws for government intervention in the Tnternet, under
the pretext of protection cf intellectual property sometimes, or to protect private
property at other times. Its courts issued judgmen’cs about the Internet in more than
one occasion, as exemp[iﬁed in the case of the site «Napster» fov music ﬁ(es, which we
stopped ’oy an American sentence. It enacted <<Digital Millenniuwm copyright act».
American laws were also issued that allow the executive authorities to track down and
conﬁscate computers of people who abuse of intellectual property Vights, inc[uding
music ﬁles.
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